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Our Mission 
The Brain and Behavior Research Foundation is  

committed to alleviating the suffering of mental  

illness by awarding grants that will lead to advances  

and breakthroughs in scientific research.

“Research is key to helping us find ways to alleviate the 
destruction in people’s lives. We need to allow children to grow 
up normally and not have to take detours into such debilitating 

problems.”

Sylvia Hughes “Nana,” donor, with her grandson Reagan who is 
diagnosed as “on the spectrum” of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

“I support the Brain & Behavior Research Foundation because 
it is funding discoveries that will improve the quality of life for 
millions of people living with mental illness. There is a great 
need for better medications and treatments to help people live 
healthy, productive lives.”

Erica Larsen, Brain & Behavior Research Foundation donor, 
lives with depression and bipolar disorder

“The Brain & Behavior Research Foundation funds the best ideas 
and researchers. I’m hopeful there’s something coming down 
the pipeline to treat Daniel more effectively.”

Ann Laitman, medical doctor and mother of Daniel Laitman who lives 
with schizophrenia. Ann and her husband, Rob, also a medical doctor, 
are Brain & Behavior Research Foundation donors. Photo: Joey, Rob, 
Daniel and Hannah Laitman, shown at a half-marathon to raise money 
to support the Brain & Behavior Research Foundation. 

How we do it 
100% of all donor contributions for research are invested in NARSAD Grants leading to discoveries in understanding 

causes and improving treatments of disorders in children and adults, such as depression, bipolar disorder, 

schizophrenia, autism, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, and anxiety disorders like obsessive-compulsive 

and post-traumatic stress disorders.

Our credentials 
Over a quarter of a century, we have awarded nearly $300 million worldwide to more than 3,300 scientists 

carefully selected by our prestigious Scientific Council.

First named NARSAD, an acronym for National Alliance for Research 

on Schizophrenia and Depression, we have been awarding research 

grants since 1987. We now fund scientists in every major area 

of brain and behavior research for all mental illness.

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY FOR PRODUCTIVE LIVES OUR NEW NAME

Our Vision 
To bring the joy of living to those affected by  

mental illness – those who are ill and their families  

and friends.
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Our 5-Year Goal: $200 million

Expand Research Funding

“The Brain & Behavior Research Foundation is unrivaled in its innovative 
and expert approach to funding the most promising ideas in brain 
and behavior research. Its funding decisions are steered by the best 
scientists in the fi eld and the research sponsored has consistently led to 
important advances.” 

Eric R. Kandel, M.D., Nobel Prize Winner
Columbia University University Professor; Fred Kavli Professor 
and Director, Kavli Institute for BrainSciences, Scientifi c Council Member

“NARSAD Grants are essential to the fi eld of brain and behavior 
research. They encourage the best scientists to enter and stay in the 
fi eld, and fund the most promising paths toward discoveries that 
increase our understanding of these illnesses, ultimately leading to 

better treatments for all those affected.”

Paul Greengard, Ph.D., Nobel Prize Winner
The Rockefeller University, Vincent Astor Professor of Molecular
and Cellular Neuroscience, Scientifi c Council Member

WHY OUR CAMPAIGN IS CRITICAL

•	 1 in 4 Americans experiences a brain and    
 behavior disorder each year.
 (National Institute of Mental Health 2010)

• Direct and indirect components of the economic   
 burden of serious brain and behavior disorders…  
 exceed $300 billion annually.

 (Insel, American Journal of Psychiatry 2008)

•					Discoveries set the pace for research leading 

       to breakthroughs.

•     Scientists see the threshold of a new era in   

       psychiatry, yet face reductions in funding for    

       mental health research on the national level.

RESEARCH PARTNERS: A PERSONAL CONNECTION
THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN DONORS AND RESEARCHERS

Become a Research Partner and sponsor breakthroughs today! For information call (516) 829-0091

•			Select	a	scientist	based	on	specifi	c	research,	an	institution	

     or geographic area

•			Receive	progress	reports

•			Develop	personal	relationships	and	heightened

     insights to breakthroughs on the horizon

•			Be	recognized	in	all	published	work	resulting	from

     the research

Just ask Luisa Francoeur who sponsors Dr. Angus MacDonald and the line of 

research that has made a difference to her son.

“We do this for our son’s sake but also thinking of the millions of others – 

the sick and their loved ones – who are going through similar experiences.”

The Brain & Behavior Research Foundation can only fi ll this gap and keep the 
momentum going with your support of the Campaign for Productive Lives.

Be a part of breakthrough research to fi nd the answers and improve the lives 
of all those living with mental illness today.
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Leading Productive Lives 
Elyn Saks, Esq., Ph.D., Kay Redfi eld Jamison, Ph.D., and Andrew
Solomon received Productive Lives Awards in 2010 for their success
in defying the odds to become highly accomplished and fully 
contributing individuals, despite living with mental illness.

See their video interviews at bbrfoundation.org 

Supporting Breakthroughs with Annual NARSAD Grants

Total awarded:

almost $300,000,000
in more than

4,000 Grants 

OUR JOURNEY FROM DISCOVERY TO RECOVERY
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The Hollister family supports Brain & Behavior Research Foundation: Back row, left to right, 
Francisco Rios, Annick’s boyfriend; Annick Hollister, who lives with schizophrenia; John Hollister, 

Board of Directors; his son Jackson. Middle row, left to right, Michael Hagendoorn; Meggin 
Hollister Hagendoorn, 1996 NARSAD Young Investigator Grantee; Logan (holding mom’s hand); 

Suzanne Hollister (John’s wife); William (John’s younger son); Jonathon Hagendoorn (Meggin’s son); 
and Caroline Hollister (John’s daughter). Seated in front, left to right, Patsy and Hal Hollister, founders 

of NARSAD Artworks. Committed to improving the lives of those with mental illness, 
the family says their message to other struggling families is, ‘Don’t Give Up.’

  A daughter, sister with schizophrenia 
motivates an entire family to act 

of NARSAD Artworks. Committed to improving the lives of those with mental illness, 
the family says their message to other struggling families is, ‘Don’t Give Up.’
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Prioritizing Our Research Agenda

More than 3,300 researchers at more than 500 institutions
Go to dashboard.bbrfoundation.org to see an interactive map.
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to develop better treatments, 

aiming toward prevention

DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS
to intervene early on

NEW TECHNOLOGIES 

to advance our understanding 

of the brain

NEXT GENERATION TREATMENTS
to improve recovery rates
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Funding the Most Promising Ideas Globally
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J. RANDOLPH LEWIS

Senior Vice President of Walgreen Co., accepted a Productive 

Lives award in 2009 for the company’s commitment to providing 

an inclusive workplace that integrates people of all abilities, 

including those with mental illness.

•	 Better treatments and breakthroughs come  

 from scientifi c discovery.

•	 Only fund scientists whose research is   

 reviewed and recommended by a world-  

 renowned Scientifi c Council including

 Nobel Prize winners and chairs of    

 psychiatric departments.

•	 100% of contributions go directly 
 to research. Costs for administration   
 and fundraising are underwritten by   
 outside grants.

•	 Our fi nancial operations must be    

 transparent. Those who manage our   

 Foundation must be committed to 

 honesty and integrity.

•	 Strategic partnerships that further our

 mission will be developed with transparency. 

OUR VALUES OUR SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL: HOW WE GET TO BREAKTHROUGHS

DR. RAQUEL GUR 
Lieber Outstanding Achievement 
in Schizophrenia Research 
Award Winner 
and Scientifi c Council Member

DR. STEPHEN GLATT

Sidney R. Baer Jr. Innovative 
Schizophrenia Research Award Winner 
and Young Investigator

DR. ROBERT MALENKA
Goldman-Rakic Outstanding Achievement
in Cognitive Neuroscience Award Winner 
and Scientifi c Council Member

2 Nobel Prize winners  23 Chairs of psychiatry departments at leading universities and medical schools

4 Former directors of the National Institute of Mental Health

Founding and Current President: Herbert Pardes, M.D., President & CEO of NY Presbyterian Hospital

The Scientifi c Council — 124 leaders 
in genetics, behavioral therapy, diagnostics, cognitive neuroscience, brain imaging

NARSAD GRANTEES

MENTORING

The Scientifi c Council
selects the most promising ideas for NARSAD Grants to 

Young, Independent and Distinguished Investigators.

THE SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL

RESEARCH 
IDEAS

ADVANCES & 
BREAKTHROUGHS 
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Nobel Prize for 
discoveries on signaling 
in the nervous system, 
providing a molecular 
window on the brain 
(Kandel, DI; 
Greengard, DI)

BREAKTHROUGHS TIMELINE: A SAMPLING OF NARSAD GRANTS AT WORK

Go to 

dashboard.bbrfoundation.org 

to see more breakthroughs.

Transcranial magnetic 
stimulation for treatment 

of depression 
(FDA approved in 2008)

(George, II)

Identifi cation of shared 
susceptibility genes in 

bipolar disorder and 
schizophrenia

(Gershon, DI) 

FDA approval of the 
second-generation 
antipsychotic drug 

Clozapine™
(Meltzer, DI)

Deep brain 
stimulation (DBS) 

in treatment of 
depression

(Mayberg, DI) 

1989 1998 2000

Identifi cation of rare 
gene mutations in people 

with schizophrenia
(King, DI; Rapoport, DI) 

Gene discovery may 
lead to new OCD 

treatments
(Lee, II)

Variant of neuregulin-I
gene contributes to 

schizophrenia
(Weinberger, DI) 

2003 2006 2008 2010 Fund Future Breakthroughs

Identifi cation of 
risk factor for 
adolescent suicide
(Brent, DI)

Identifi cation of risk 
factors for depression 
(Costello, DI)

Medication plus therapy 
is a more effective
treatment for children 
with ADHD
(March, DI) 

1988 1993 1999 2000

Distinguished 
Investigator (DI)

Independent 
Investigator (II)

Young 
Investigator (YI)

Invention of new 
technology – optogenetics –
to better understand and
treat depression
(Deisseroth, YI)

Evidence that thinning of 
brain’s right hemisphere is 
linked to depression risk
(Weissman, DI)

Pioneering study 
analyzing epigenetic 
changes across human 
genome in mental illness
(Petronis, DI)

2005 2008 2009 
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However you choose to support Brain & Behavior Research Foundation – and at whatever level – your generosity is 

essential for breakthrough research. 

•	 Make a Gift Now – Make a gift or payment online, by phone, or by mail. Our website can walk you through the process: 

 www.bbrfoundation.org

•	 Research Partner Program – Partner with a scientist based on specific research, an institution or geographic area. 

 Join this distinguished group of donors who have provided the financial support needed to fund novel research    

 concepts that will fuel future discoveries.

•	 Annual Gift – Annual giving to Brain & Behavior Research Foundation provides current and immediate research    

 support. Many employers give generously by matching employees’ charitable contributions. 

•	 Planned Giving – Put your assets to work. From bequests to guaranteed income, the office of planned giving can work 

 with you on the benefits of tax-wise giving that funds our scientists and secures the future of you and your loved ones. 

•	 Family Foundations – Family foundations and donor- advised funds are a major force in supporting brain and    

 behavior research. We will gladly work with you and your advisors to fund the right project and/or scientist.

•	 Foundation Giving – Foundations are a driving force behind much of the educational outreach that Brain & Behavior   

 Research Foundation coordinates.

•	 Team Up! – Friends and family holding events to raise funds for brain and behavior research:  

 www.bbrfoundation.org/teamup

   Address: 60 Cutter Mill Road, Suite 404, Great Neck NY 11021      Phone: 516.829.0091      Website: bbrfoundation.org

WHY WE SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION 

We have been supporters of NARSAD and now Brain & Behavior 

Research Foundation since 1995. Having a son suffering from 

schizophrenia has been a difficult journey for our family; but 

seeing the remarkable research by the Foundation investigators 

has provided the hope to keep on fighting. There is no 

other organization on this planet better poised to make real 

breakthroughs in brain and behavior science – and bring  

the joy of living back to our dear son, Daniel. 

– Milton and Tamar Maltz


